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Cathedrals were designed to celebrate the glory of God as
manifested through the human spirit in words, music and art. The
LHC has been engineered to celebrate and proclaim the glory of the
natural world, and of our remarkable ability to comprehend it, as
manifested through experimental science.
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"1 The kind of God that | would respect people for believing in, would
be the kind of God of the deists, who set up the universe in the first
place, who set up the laws of physics, perhaps in such a way that it
would be likely to bring the conditions for evolution into existence,
something of that sort, but that kind of grand God of the physicists,
is not the kind of God who’s going to be the slightest bit interested
in listening to the odd prayer.

Y The deist God of the eighteenth-century Enlightenment is an

altogether grandeur being: worthy of his cosmic creation, loftily

unconcerned with human affairs, sublimely aloof from our private

thoughts and hopes, caring nothing for our messy sins or mumbled
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contritions. The deist God is a physicist to end all physics, the alpha
and omega of mathematicians, the apotheosis of designers; a
hyper-engineer who set up the laws and constants of the universe,
fine-tuned them with exquisite precision and foreknowledge,
detonated what we would now call the hot big bang, retired and
was never heard from again.
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1 The time has come for widespread recognition of the radical

changes in religious beliefs throughout the modern world. The time

is past for mere revision of traditional attitudes. Science and

economic change have disrupted the old beliefs. Religions the world

over are under the necessity of coming to terms with new conditions

created by a vastly increased knowledge and experience. In every

field of human activity, the vital movement is now in the direction
yYav
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of a candid and explicit humanism. In order that religious humanism
may be better understood we, the undersigned, desire to make
certain affirmations which we believe the facts of our contemporary
life demonstrate.

FIRST: Religious humanists regard the universe as self-existing *'
and not created
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A SECOND: Humanism believes that man is a part of nature and
that he has emerged as a result of a continuous process.
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°* FIFTH: Humanism asserts that the nature of the universe depicted

by modern science makes unacceptable any supernatural or cosmic

guarantees of human values. Obviously humanism does not deny

the possibility of realities as yet undiscovered, but it does insist that

the way to determine the existence and value of any and all realities
Y44
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is by means of intelligent inquiry and by the assessment of their
relations to human needs. Religion must formulate its hopes and
plans in the light of the scientific spirit and method.
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SEVENTH: Religion consists of those actions, purposes, and
experiences which are humanly significant. Nothing human is alien
to the religious. It includes labor, art, science, philosophy, love,
friendship, recreation—all that is in its degree expressive of
intelligently satisfying human living. The distinction between the
sacred and the secular can no longer be maintained.
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| think that you and Richard [Dawkins] are absolute disasters in "
the fight against intelligent design — we are losing this battle, not
the least of which is the two new supreme court justices who are
certainly going to vote to let it into classrooms — what we need is
not knee-jerk atheism but serious grappling with the issues —
neither of you are willing to study Christianity seriously and to
engage with the ideas — it is just plain silly and grotesquely immoral
to claim that Christianity is simply a force for evil, as Richard claims
— more than this, we are in a fight, and we need to make allies in

the fight, not simply alienate everyone of good will
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