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Divination and Inspiration in the Balance of Hadith Criticism:
A Study and Analytical Review
Wafaa Ali Ahmed Ali Abu Talib

Department of Hadith and Its Sciences. Faculty of Islamic and Arabic
Studies for Girls «

Kafr El-Sheikh. Al-Azhar University. Egypt

Email: 1619020007 @azhar. adu. eg

Abstract:
This study aims to uncover the subtle. intuitive insight—or what may

be termed the “hadith-critical instinct”—that early hadith scholars
possessed. which enabled them to reach sound judgments on narrations:.

sometimes in ways that transcend conventional evidence. This faculty
is occasionally referred to using the terms divination’kahanah) and
inspirationlilham). either in the scholars’ own words or in the

commentary of others. The research undertakes to collect and analyze
these references. clarifying their intent and thereby illustrating the

methodological rigor of hadith criticism.

The study also addresses and refutes certain doubts raised about the
objectivity of hadith criticism—particularly claims that it relies on
intuition or mystical inspiration devoid of evidence or proof. This is
especially relevant given that some hadith critics historically used terms
like ilham when articulating their evaluative judgments on narrations.
Employing an inductive approach for source collection: followed by

analytical and inferential methods. the research investigates the

scholars' use of such terminology and situates it within the framework
of their broader critical method. The findings affirm that hadith
criticism was never based on subjective conjecture or baseless

¥
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inspiration. as some Orientalists have alleged. Rather. it was grounded
in a strict. evidence-based methodology that evaluated both the chain
of transmissionlisndd) and the content‘matn) of the hadith. in

accordance with principles of historical inquiry and modern academic
rigor.

The study concludes by emphasizing that references to inspiration or
divinatory insight in the hadith tradition must be understood within a
methodological context—not as mystical claims. but as shorthand for

refined critical acumen. The paper recommends that researchers turn to
original hadith criticism sources rather than rely on Orientalist
interpretations that aim to undermine the discipline and. by extension.

the entire Islamic tradition.

Keywords: Divination — Inspiration — Unveiling — Criticism — Hadith
Scholars.
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