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What Is Not Mentioned in Islamic Law Between Sunnism and Heresy:
An Original Study

Alaa Abdel Agiz Metwally Issa

Department of Hadith and its Sciences - Faculty of Fundamentals of
Religion and Da'wa in Menoufia - Al-Azhar University
Email: Dr.alaaessa@gmail.com

Abstract:

The approach of the people of truth is to follow and oppose the
people of deviation and innovation. Following means adhering to the
Sunnah, and innovation means opposing it and deviating from it. The
best speech is the Book of Allah, the best guidance is the guidance of
Muhammad (peace be upon him), the worst of matters are their
innovations, and every innovation is misguidance.

The Companions (may Allah be pleased with them) were the most
eager to emulate their Prophet (peace be upon him) in all his
circumstances. They would research his actions as they would his words,
and they would study all his movements and stillness. He (peace be upon
him) was the role model they would follow, to the point that they would
transmit from him what he did not do, just as they transmitted what he
did and other things. This was because it was firmly established in their
minds that all of this was legislation. Everything that came from the
Prophet (peace be upon him) was considered legislation and an
obligation.

The Prophet (peace be upon him) legislated what he did not do, just
as he legislated what he said, did, or approved. Since the Prophet’s
omission was either intended (due to the existence of what was required
for it in its time) or not intended (because there was no need for it in his
time), attention differed regarding it between Sunnah and heresy, and
the matter of abandonment was suspected in some of its forms.

Understanding this requires effort to comprehend the Prophet's
(peace be upon him) omission of a matter. Whatever the Prophet (peace
be upon him) left behind, even though there was a reason for it, either
there was a reason for it to be done, or there was no reason for it.
Whatever had a reason for it, then it was a reasoned omission. If the
reason is removed, then there is no blame in doing it.
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Whatever had no reason for it, then the Shari’ah requires that it be
maintained without adding or subtracting from it, and this is what's
expressed as the Sunnah of abandonment, because abandonment in that
state is following, and anything less than that is innovation.

As for what the Prophet (peace be upon him) left behind and there
was no reason for it in his time, if there is a reason for it after the
Prophet's death (peace be upon him), then there is no blame in doing it
if it relates to a matter of ijtihad that is appropriate to the rules of
Shari’ah.

The Sunnah of the Prophet (peace be upon him) is just as it is in
action, it is also in omission. Just as one doesn't draw closer to God
Almighty by abandoning what His Prophet (peace be upon him) did,
likewise one doesn't draw closer to Him by doing what he omitted.
There's no difference between someone who does what he omitted and
someone who omitted what he did.

Keywords: Prophetic traditions - the Sunnah of abandonment -
heresy - followers - innovation.
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